
    All Volunteers 
          Season Kickoff   

       March 9, 2024
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We are dedicated to 
increasing & protecting 

the Eastern Bluebird population
of Bella Vista, Arkansas





Agenda

1) New Volunteers 
2) What’s New 
3) House Sparrows 
4) Best Practices 
 



What’s New



New Monitors

Darryl Beachy (BVCC)
Kassi Bradford (St. Bernard Church)
Deidre & Alan Cheney (Scotsdale)
Keith Elliot (BVCC)
Terri McClure (Glasgow Car Trail)

 



Substitute Monitors

Kassi Bradford 

Tami Moore

Becky Pratt
 





Nest Box Grant bird 
Shed 

Help start bluebird trails in Arkansas
outside of Bella Vista

Osage Park in Bentonville
 



Experimental manipulation of thermal 
variability and average temperature to 

determine the thermal drivers of 
reproductive behavior and offspring 

phenotypes in Eastern Bluebirds 

Will Kirkpatrick, PhD candidate

$2000 Student Research Grant 
bird Shed 



Conservation Committee
Caitlin Kelley, Lori Eakins, Tarsha 

Shepherd and Bridgette gifted The 
Bella Vista Bluebird Society with a 
$500 grant to promote its mission. 

Bentonville Garden Club Gift 
bird Shed 



Taller Posts, Stovepipe Baffles

 Butch, Sue, Steve
Branchwood reseach boxes
16 7ft T-posts replaced all 6ft 
posts
 8 posts got 28x8 stovepipe 
baffles



Potential New Baffles??



Adopt a Highway

Third Year

1 Mile on Rt. 71 
Lancashire to Trafalgar

Thank you Jacqui & Becky!

Photo by Jacqui Stockman



Next Outing

Sat, March 30
Litter pickup along Rt 71

Meet at 
Allen’s Grocery Store 

or 
Trafalgar & Rt 71



House Sparrows



House Sparrows 
The Bluebird Shed    

Never, ever, ever let a 
House Sparrow fledge chicks in a     

bluebird or purple martin house 

Destructive, non-natives that will destroy 
eggs and kill baby & adult bluebirds or any 

species in a nest box that they want. 



Remove House Sparrow nests after eggs are laid.









Other Birds That Use Bluebird Nest Boxes 
The Bluebird Shed 



Best Practices



Google Sheets for Monitoring
 

 At desktop better with Google Chrome
 Download the Google Sheet app to use 
on your phone
 2024 sheets are ready
 Allows collaboraton with your Trail Boss 
& substitute monitors
 We now have a Tutorial



Lisa Fulton



Google Sheets Tutorial
 

 Instructions for both handheld (phone, 
tablet) and desktop 
 Clear graphics
 Contact Randy Hamm or Laura Claggett 
with questions or problems



Google Sheets Tutorial





Monitor/Trail Boss Communication 

 TB’s contact info on monitor sheets
 Timely communication about:

 Predators/pests
 Damaged/missing box
 Bent post
 Weeds or other obstacles 



Monitoring on Golf Courses 

 Good manners – respect golfers
 Check best time to be out with club house or 
cart barn
 Least crowded early morning or late evening
 Steve Skaggs email of maintenance days
 Check Today’s Play
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The Bluebird Shed
648 W. Lancashire 

The Bluebird Shed 



We monitor & maintain
 577

nest boxes in Bella Vista

From 1980 - 2023 we helped fledge
   55,000 

  Eastern Bluebirds



We have:

 50 Monitors
10 Trail Bosses

9 Board Members
6 Resident Installers

6 Box Builders

4 Corporate Supporters
The Bluebird Shed – THRogers – Lowes – BVPOA



 

 

Thank  You
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