
    All Volunteers 
          Season Kickoff   

       March 11, 2023
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We are dedicated to 
increasing & protecting 

the Eastern Bluebird population
of Bella Vista, Arkansas





Agenda
1) New Volunteers 
2) What’s New 
3) Other Birds 
4) Best Practices 
               Short Cookie Break
5) Guest Speakers
6) Closing Comments

     

 



New Monitors

Morgan Baumgardner 

Dick Washburn (BVCC)

Gayle & Rich Winsor (BVCC)
 



Substitute Monitors

Morgan Baumgardner 

Tami Moore

Becky Pratt
 



Positions Needed
Monitor: Dogwood 
               Scotsdale

Website Editor
 

Position Descriptions on bvbluebirds.com
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Adopt a Highway

1 Mile – Rt. 71 
Lancashire to Trafalgar

First outing – October 22
17 BVBBS volunteers

Thank you Jacqui & Becky!

Photo by Jacqui Stockman



Adopt a Highway

Six in Sixty
Sat, March 25

10 – 1
Pickup along Rt 71

Meet at 
Allen’s Grocery Store



$1000 Research Grant 
bird Shed 

Shannon Kitchen & Jennifer Mortensen
Dept of Biological Sciences

University of Arkansas

   Winter Roosting Behaviors
in Eastern Bluebirds 

Photo by Michael Smith



Stovepipe Baffle

 Tested in 2022
 Let Steve Skaggs know:

If you would like to 
volunteer to make them
If nest boxes on your 
trail needs them



Refresher for Monitors



Refresher for Monitors
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Other Birds That Use Bluebird Nest Boxes 
The Bluebird Shed 



Other Birds – Carolina Wren 
The Bluebird Shed 

 
 Uncommon, but have 
started seeing them in our 
nest boxes
 Protected species
 Really messy nest
 Tiny speckled eggs



Other Birds – House Sparrow 
The Bluebird Shed    

Never let a 
House Sparrow nest in 

a bluebird box. 
They are destructive, 

non-native species that 
will destroy eggs and 

kill baby & adult 
bluebirds. 

Remove House 
Sparrow nests after 

eggs are laid.
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Monitoring Best Practices 

Monitor your boxes the same day of the week every week
Check your sheet for previous week’s findings so you know 
what to expect before you open each box
Record findings while standing by the box
If female is on the nest, step back until she flys out
If nest 21 days in the box and never used, remove (AB)
If eggs are in the nest 21 days, from day the last egg was 
laid, remove them & the nest (AB)



If You Are Unable to Monitor 
Your Boxes after 9 Days 

 
 Stuff Happens – Life Happens
 We don’t need to know why
 Contact a sub or your Trail Boss or Laura
 Loss of data is TOTALLY PREVENTABLE         
using Google Sheets & a sub
 

~ Keep data sheet up-to-date weekly ~



Google Sheets for Monitoring
 

 At desktop better with Google Chrome
 Download the Google Sheet app to use 
on your phone
 2023 sheets are ready
 Allows collaboraton with your Trail Boss 
& substitute monitors



Google Sheets 
 

Better with Google Chrome
Google Chrome 

Firefox



Trail Boss Best Practices 

Get to know your monitors
Inspect and repair, or replace boxes/posts/baffles 
as needed 
Install additional predator guards if needed
Add twin box if tree swallows regularly use a box
Relocate boxes if needed
Contact Steve with any questions/issues
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Banded BV female 
3 years old this 

summer

Photo by Bobbie Bohm
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Lisa Fulton

Jen is a conservation ecologist in the Dept of Biological 
Sciences at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville.

She moved to Fayetteville 6 years ago (for PhD), before 
that she was in Philadelphia (for MS), 

and before that she was in Wisconsin (for BS).

Most of her research has been on birds (in the Caribbean, 
Kentucky, and now Arkansas), but she has also worked on 

snakes, sea lions, and plants. She loves all birds.

Dr. Jennifer Mortensen



Lisa Fulton

Shannon is graduate student at the UofA, Fayetteville.

She is originally from Virginia and got her undergraduate 
degree from George Washington University (DC). 

She worked as a research assistant for several years and 
attended 1 year of veterinary school (PA), before moving 

to the UofA for her graduate program.  

Most of her previous research has been with rodents and 
infectious diseases like intestinal parasites and viruses.

Shannon Kitchen
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The Bluebird Shed
648 W. Lancashire 

The Bluebird Shed 



We now monitor & maintain
 581

nest boxes in Bella Vista

From 1980 - 2022 we helped fledge
   53,000 

  Eastern Bluebirds



We have:

 47 Monitors
12 Trail Bosses

9 Board Members
8 Resident Installers

5 Box Builders
4 Corporate Supporters

1 Cookie Baker



 Our Amazing Volunteers
The Bluebird Shed

T.H. Rogers
Lowes

Bella Vista POA

 

Thank  You
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