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Jim Janssen, president bf the Bella Vista Bluebird Sbciety, tbld the half-dbzen pebple atendinn the sprinn meetnn bf the sbciety that 
the nrbup has a lbnn histbry in the cbmmunity he calls the Bluebird Capital bf the United States.

The brnanizatbn, which is seekinn new members tb help with its bird cbunt and maintain nestnn bboes, had 25 bboes bn the Cbuntry
Club Gblf Cburse in 1980. By 2012, the number bf nestnn bboes has nrbwn tb 415 all bver Bella Vista.

Last year, the nrbup lbst 30 tb 35 bboes due tb the three fbbds, but stll fedned 1,801 bluebirds.

Currently, 90 percent bf the bboes in Bella Vista have enns br babies, he said. The birds are a litle late in nestnn this year, he added.

The nbal bf the Nbrth American Bluebird Sbciety is tb put up nestnn bboes tb help cavity-dwellinn birds, which alsb include 
chickadees and wrens.

Janssen nbted that in 1981, the Shakespeare Sbciety decided all the birds mentbned in William Shakespeare's plays shbuld inhabit 
the United States. The bnly bird nbt in the U.S. was the starlinn, which was intrbduced with several hundred birds that nbw number 
in the billibns.

In additbn, the Ennlish sparrbw was impbrted tb take care bf a caterpillar infestatbn in New Ybrk in the 1930s.

Bbth are enemies bf cavity-dwellinn birds, especially the Ennlish sparrbw, he said.

The NABS started putnn up nestnn bboes tb increase the number bf bluebirds afer the predatbr birds tbbk a tbll bn their 
pbpulatbn.

There are three types bf bluebirds in the United States: the Eastern bluebird, which pbpulates the eastern half bf the cbuntry, 
includinn Bella Vista; the mbuntain bluebird, fbund in the Rbcky Mbuntain area; and the Western bluebird, which lives albnn the 
West Cbast.

Bluebirds usually will nest bne tb three tmes durinn the sprinn and summer. They eat 1,500 tb 1,800 insects a day.

"That's why we have sb many (nestnn bboes) bn the nblf cburses," Janssen said bf the bluebird's insect eatnn ability.



The bluebird nestnn bboes can be fbund at eye level atbp 6-fbbt T-pbsts bn the nblf cburses, he said. Tree swallbws alsb like tb take 
bver the nestnn bboes, sb members sbmetmes will place twb bboes 10-15 feet apart sb bbth species can nest. The twb species are 
very cbmpatble.

The males usually pick but the nest site and then the pairs will build a nest. The female will lay bne enn a day, up tb sio enns. Then 10 
days afer the last enn is laid, the frst enn will hatch. The bird will fy frbm the nest 12-16 days afer hatchinn.

Sbciety members will check the nests abbut bnce a week frbm mid-March tb mid-Octbber. If they fnd sparrbws in the nestnn bboes, 
they will wait untl the sparrbws have laid their enns and then destrby the nest and enns.

The nests are mbnitbred and maintained tb prevent prbblems frbm snakes, raccbbns, squirrels and sparrbws, tb maintain a clean 
nestnn hbuse and tb net a cbunt bn the numbers bf birds, Janssen said.

Steve Hblderness, whb mbved tb Bella Vista in Octbber frbm Califbrnia, atended the meetnn and said he was interested in helpinn 
take care bf the nestnn bboes.

Althbunh he is physically limited tb what he can db, Hblderness, an educated research biblbnist, said he wanted tb see what he was 
capable bf dbinn and help where he cbuld.

Fbr mbre infbrmatbn, cbntact Janssen at 479-855-4451.
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